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fight/* he wrote in the very early days. Even in August
1918, during his solitary and much-needed holiday on
the island of Riigen, he struggled to keep his forceful
confidence. " Everything is justified that helps us to
endure; an attitude of steady cheerful optimism would
be justified even if things were going badly/' And,
since he interpreted events in the light of his own
insistent faith, he added : " We shall only convert the
sceptic, who compares the situation at home and in the
enemy countries, to a more optimistic view when we
learn to set a proper value on what we have achieved/'
The bitter campaign that he carried on in 1917 against
Bethmann-Hollweg and which ended in the fall of the
Chancellor was a campaign against a doubter, against
a Government that went about" with tears in its eyes/'

His support of electoral reform which he tried to
force on a wavering Government and a reluctant
General Staff is also to be explained by this same
attitude of mind. The people must be made to share
the responsibility. But for him responsibility did not
mean criticism but acquiescence, not doubt but
affirmation. He believed he could in some measure
create an atmosphere of common purpose, if this were
possible in the cleavage between the secret intentions
of the military leaders and the inevitable ignorance of
the general public. He observed how under the
parliamentary governments of France and England the
people stood united behind their leaders, and hoped by
a measure of electoral reform to rouse the German
people to a new enthusiasm.

It was his ready faith rather than (as he alleged) his
knowledge of affairs that induced him to give his sup-
port to the policy of annexation, which was to brace